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Abstract

The Study on the Quality of life of the Elders
Residing Near Soyang River Dam

Heo, Mi Sook

(Soyang-Dam Hyo-Na-Num Senior Welfare Center)

This research attempted to provide basic data for the development of a local-customized welfare system and
service in the Shinbuck-town and Bucksan-township-a districts, which are isolated due to the construction of
Soyang River Dam and which have reached the level of a super-aged society. For the research, a survey
was conducted for the whole month of August 2014 among the elderly over 65 years old residing in
Shinbuck-town and Bucksan-township. The quality of life of the survey respondents was examined in five
dimensions: health, economy, social activity and social support, psychology, and community environment.
Overall, the quality of life of the elderly living around Soyang River Dam was inferior to that of the elderly
living in the other rural areas in South Korea. Moreover, the quality of life of the elderly living in
Bucksan-town was lower than that of the elderly living in Shinbuck-township. Therefore, it was
acknowledged that there is a definite need for a local-customized welfare system and service to improve the
quality of life of the elderly living in both regions. It was also found that the elderly living in Shinbuck-town
and Bucksan-township need “aging in place” support through the local-customized welfare system and
service. This research is significant in that it provided basic data on the quality of life of the elderly living

in Shinbuck-town and Bucksan-township.

Key words : elders, quality of life, independent daily living activity, health, ecologic situation, social
activity, social relationship, depression, community environment, aging in place
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