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Abstract

The Present Status of the Support for People with Dementia in Japan

Kim, Won Kyung
(Chikushi Jakakuen University)

This paper examines the present status of the support for people with senile dementia, which continues to
increase in Japan’ s super-aging society, and describes the present state of and issues related to the
integrated community care systems, illustrating the current situation with concrete examples.

The long-term care insurance system, as amended in April 2015, includes “dementia policy promotion” as a
local support services component within the comprehensive support services. This new item amended the
promotion of the five-year dementia policy “Orange Plan,” which was created in September 2012 and was
combined with the “New Orange Plan” announced on January 27, 2015.

The New Orange Plan aims to (1) establish early-stage dementia support teams and (2) promote the staff of
regional dementia support systems by 2018 for the purpose of early detection and support.

Within the integrated community care system, the diversity of the systems and roles in each region of Japan
is acknowledged. Simultaneously, self-help, mutual aid, cooperation, and helpful assistance are essential
components of all support systems. In the present study, two examples of the integrated community care
systems were investigated: (1) a system in which senile dementia can be discovered early so that care
services can be provided (Gifu); and (2) a system in which citizen cooperation networks in which people
can continue to live safely even if they develop dementia are created (Fukuoka).

The results of this study demonstrate the essential services that are necessary to realize effective
“cooperation” and to provide “helpful assistance” relating to senile dementia support, as well as the
necessary roles for administrative bodies. Additionally, it is necessary to determine the extent to which this
support can be complemented by self-help and mutual aid as well as to clarify the roles that the general

public can play.

Key words: Elderly, Dementia, Japan, Integrated Community Support System, Long-Term care Insurance
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